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Europe has always been in the vanguard of efforts to promote ecology. Our earth needs constant
concern and attention. Each of us has a personal responsibility to care for creation, this precious gift
which God has entrusted to us. This means, on the one hand, that nature is at our disposal, to enjoy and
use properly. Yet it also means that we are not its masters. Stewards, but not masters. We need to
love and respect nature, but “instead we are often guided by the pride of dominating, possessing,
manipulating, exploiting; we do not ‘preserve’ the earth, we do not respect it, we do not consider it as a
freely-given gift to look after”.[11] Respect for the environment, however, means more than not
destroying it; it also means using it for good purposes. | am thinking above all of the agricultural sector,
which provides sustenance and nourishment to our human family. It is intolerable that millions of
people around the world are dying of hunger while tons of food are discarded each day from our tables.
Respect for nature also calls for recognizing that man himself is a fundamental part of it. Along with an
environmental ecology, there is also need of that human ecology which consists in respect for the
person, which | have wanted to emphasize in addressing you today.



